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“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the
Lord” Colossians 3:23
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GATE OF PRAISE AdJoyful Toon by Mike Waters
HERE | AM IN TROUBLE AGAIN! g
NOTHING EVER GOES RIGHT FOR ME ! IF YOU WANT S
WISH | COULD GET INTO THE CASTLE ! TO COME IN, :
THE KING DOESN'T YOU HAVE TO =
CARE ABOUT ME ! > GO THROUGH k-
L BOO HOO! THE GATE! g
[52)
= &)}

SALVATION Rrace

www.joyfultoons.com
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No Ionger will violence be heard in your land, nor ruin or
destruction within your borders, but you will call your walls
Salvation and your gates Praise. - Isaian 60:18 niv
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Go where | lead !! Pastor John Choi

Sharing the Word of God Together

“The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and
your father's household and go to the land I will show you. | will make you
into a great nation and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and
you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:1,2)

As a new year has already begun, | hope and pray that we will experience
good health, peace, and, above all, a year where we increasingly rely on the
Lord and dwell in His commandments. Whenever circumstances change or
there is a significant event, we tend to make new resolutions. Now that
2023 has passed into history, let us make a determined effort to start this
new year with a fresh commitment.

May the time spent in this new year not be regretful, but meaningful and
intentional. In today's scripture, the Lord spoke to Abram, instructing him to
leave his land, birthplace, and his father's house, and go to the land God
would show him (Genesis 12:1-2).

This message, given directly by God to Abram, who lived comfortably
among relatives and family in an idolatrous place, is a call for us today. It
urges us to rise above our habitual comfort and the convenience of our own
thoughts, leaving behind anything in our environment that goes against
God's commandments. It calls us to follow only the word of the Lord.

Even if we find comfort in our familiar surroundings, live well today and
tomorrow, and seem to be prospering, a life not lived according to God's
commandments will ultimately lead us down the wrong path forever. We are
instructed to leave such environments and go where the Lord leads us. We
must live a sensitive life following God's commandments.

To follow the path the Lord has prepared for us, we must live a life of
faith with obedience to His commandments. When our Shepherd, the Lord,
leads us to quiet waters, we must believe in Him and drink from the water of
eternal life.


javascript:openDict('2314',%20'father')

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

What is it that we are doing every day that displeases the Lord or things
we should abandon when He sees it? | pray that this year will be a time of
checking those things one by one and aligning our perspective with the eyes
of the Lord.

(2 Peter 1:6-10), and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.

For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep
you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind,
and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. Therefore,
my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.
For if you do these things, you will never fall,”

Trusting in the Lord isn't akin to idle observation, like a dog staring at the
full moon. It involves giving our best within the boundaries of His teachings
and leaving the rest to the Lord, liberating ourselves from worries, anxieties,
and concerns about outcomes. This is genuine freedom, following the path
the Lord guides us on.

May this year be a time of perfect trust in the Sovereign, the Leader, and
our Shepherd. Entrust everything to the Lord, believing that He has prepared
the best path for us. May we live this year in complete reliance on the Lord,
embracing moments of gratitude and grace like Joseph, Daniel, and Job in
the Scripture.

May this be a year of receiving the abundant blessings of the Lord.

I bless you all to have a year filled with those moments regardless of the
outcomes, and to fully enjoy the comfort and freedom that the Lord gives us.
This is the promise from the Lord:

Genesis 12:2 (NKJV): "1 will make you a great nation; | will bless you
and make your name great, and you shall be a blessing."
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.
Visit with Jordan Young (Alias) Pastor John Choi

I wholeheartedly recognize the perfection in God’s plans and preparations.
What started as slightly awkward conversations with Jordan, centered
around the divide between his past village and my current home, swiftly
evolved into a comforting exchange of stories, reminiscent of longtime
neighbors catching up. As our connection deepened, Jordan opened up
about the events that brought him here, revealing a subtle hesitancy and a
lingering undercurrent of anger from that particular day.

Despite pouring his heart into diligent work, protecting his family, and an
intense desire to reunite with the two children he left behind, Jordan’s
emotions, tucked away in a corner of his heart, somehow resonated within
my own chest. Reflecting on Matthew 10:28-31, “Do not be afraid of those
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who
can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of
your Father. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So
don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” This Truth brings
to light the preciousness of every individual. Even in the face of
uncertainties, Jordan’s worth is highlighted, echoing the reassurance that he
is valued beyond measure.

Thankfully, by the grace of God, the consequences of the incident didn’t
lead to a severe sentence, and he’s anticipated to be released in two months.
However, lingering questions about why this event unfolded in his life, and
the choices he was compelled to make, persist in his thoughts stubbornly.

To Jordan, who doesn't know God yet, God is making Himself known. In
the course of his life, guided by God's plan, a clear invitation prompts him to
seek answers. Despite my awareness of this process, God's mysterious ways
continue to unfold. As Jordan makes his way to the church, his heart
gradually opens to the messages from our Onesimus Ministry.

Gratitude fills me for this unfolding journey. Amidst this, Jordan receives
a visit from a pastor, and the gospel is shared where it no longer feels

12



unfamiliar. I grapple with burdens on my shoulders and wounds in my heart.
How can I find comfort and navigate these challenges? What steps can |
take in the upcoming circumstances? These persistent questions of his,
unraveling like an unwinding scroll, seemingly takes a pause in the majestic
truth of God.

Like a child holding onto a handful of toys, Jordan welcomes the gospel
with gratitude towards God. With folded hands, we join in prayer. As Jordan
leaves, there's a warmth in his departure. I'm thankful to the Lord for
orchestrating this encounter of grace.

| faced some momentary temptations yesterday, but through the visit with
Jordan, I was able to experience God’s desire for moments of grace again.
The forecast of heavy rain also helped me remove any mental distractions as
I committed to drive carefully. However, another temptation was just
around the corner.

I'm asked to attend a missionary offering ceremony on the day before, the
same day as my planned visit to see Jordan. Surely God knows about the
financial struggles Onesimus Ministry face and needs support with. Thus,
attending the ceremony would be a huge help. This makes me question
whether | should reconsider the planned visit.

Afterall, visits like to Jordan, can only be possible through financial means
from similar offering ceremonies.

As I contemplate, the words from Matthew 6:33 come to mind: "But seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well." Praises that | have sung countless times pass by my mind,

Even with rain pouring down the car window, the image of Jordan, a
stranger, stays with me like a sunbeam through the drops. As a pastor
refreshed by the rain, the Lord entrusts me with a believing soul, revealing
the importance of my small faith. So, I proceed.

13
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Testimony

Dwight — Onesimus School of Theology Student

He Changed My Name!

Has your name been changed? Jesus says in Revelation 2:17 that
those who overcome will have a new name written in the stone. Isaiah
62:2 fortells a new name as well:

“And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory:
And thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD
Shall name.” (Emphasis mine)

The moment you accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior by faith, you
have a new name. You no longer have to answer to the old name. The
devil still loves your old name and he throws it up to you all the time.
When you are called by those names the devil uses, don’'t answer. Just
tell him that is not you anymore!

Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature, old things are passed away, behold, all things are
become new.” (Emphasis mine.)

Answer only to the new name, not the old! Here are a few that come to
mind:

I’'m no longer “lost”, but now am “Found.”

I’'m no longer a “sinner”, but now a “Saint.”

I’'m no longer “too far gone”, but now “Saved by grace.”
I’'m no longer “mine”, but now “Yours Lord.”

I’'m no longer “hopeless”, but now “Hopeful.”

I’'m no longer “dead”, but now “Alive.”
17



I’'m no longer “a useless rock”, but now “A Precious Jewel”
I’'m no longer “a slave”, but now “Free.”

I’'m no longer “a tare”, but now “Wheat.”

I’'m no longer “a lowly subject”, but now “A Royal Priest.”
I’'m no longer “poor”, but now “Rich.”

I’'m no longer “an orphan”, but now “A Child of God.”

I’'m no longer “a stranger”, but now “A Friend to Jesus.”
I’'m no longer “hated”, but now “Loved.”

I’'m no longer “forgotten”, but now “Remembered.”

I’'m no longer “without favor”, but now “Highly Favored.”
I’'m no longer “guilty”, but now “made Free.”

I’'m no longer “destitute”, but now “Highly Favored.”

| don’t have to answer to any name the enemy tries to call me. | only
answer to Chosen Child of God! That's me! | pray it is you, also!!!

Thank You Jesus! You Changed My Namel!!!
By Dwight G. Bowling, SR. 9-7-2023
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ND JOSEPH REVEALED HIMSELF TO HIS
BROTHERS. HE TOLD THEM NOT TO WORRY:

It was not yov
who sent me to

Egypt but G-d!

GENESIS 45:1-8
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