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~~ Greetings ~~

I believe you're doing well under God's constant guidance. How are things
with you, dear brothers and sisters? Here in sunny Southern California,
where our mission church is located, we've had quite a rainy winter, marked
by three rare hailstorms.

While we eagerly welcomed the rain at first, we look forward to warmer
weather. | hope you've stayed warm through the cold. With spring's arrival,
the sunshine and blooming life around us offer a welcome change.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all who remember and pray for Onesimus
Mission Church and our devoted workers. The abundant rain has painted our
surroundings with vibrant flowers and unveiled the clear, rejuvenating blue
of the sky. And I believe, as always, that the Holy Spirit continues to shape
us into reflections of Jesus.

In the pages of the Bible, true prophets stand alongside false ones.
Throughout history, we've seen both loyal and treacherous souls. False
prophets and traitors echo the desires of the people and kings, while true
prophets and loyal souls speak uncomfortable truths that lead to eventual
success.

"He who has ears, let him hear." (Matthew 11:15)

Let's not just listen but truly heed God's word. Could we not become the
very delight of God? And by living out His word daily, could we not bring
true joy to Him?

With humility, | send this newsletter in the name of the Lord, hoping it
shines a light in your daily lives. Wishing you health and continued
fellowship with the Lord.

Blessing and loving you in the name of the Lord.

Thank you.!!
Pastor John Choi
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How to live? Pastor John Choi

Sharing God's Word Together

"The way of a man is not in himself, nor is it in a man who walks to direct
his steps."” - (Jeremiah 10:23) "Lord, I know that people’s lives are not their
own,; it is not for them to direct their steps." (New International Version)

In the valleys of Mount Everest, the highest peak in the Himalayas at over
8,500 meters, there is a bird called the Night Crier, which only cries at night.
As the mountains are high, the valleys are naturally deep, and to block the
cold wind and chill that blows from the deep valley, the sun stays warm
during the day, allowing other birds to gather food diligently during the
warm daytime, preparing their nests robustly to withstand the bitterly cold
nights ahead.

However, the Night Crier rests in the warmth of the sun during the day,
awakening only when the sun sets and the cold sets in, crying in desolation,
with nowhere to go and nothing to eat, lamenting bitterly, causing the high
mountains and deep valleys to echo with its cries. The Night Crier, a bird
that cries only at night.

And when the sun rises again, the Night Crier, having endured the cold of
the night, restrains its weary body, finds a warm spot during the day, basks
in the sun to thaw its frozen body, and falls into a deep sleep again,,,,, thus
the time of the Night Crier repeats itself every day.

There is no one who lives a purposeless life as foolishly as a foolish person.
Are there any among us who lives each day meaninglessly, like the Night
Crier? Even if there is a purpose, are there any people who live with
misguided purposes? And do we believe that we can live our lives according
to our plans and our will? What are we living for today? Do we believe that
the time we spend today will bring us any benefit in our future?

Let us ask ourselves questions that we have probably thought about at least
once. Where do we come from, what are we doing and living for, and where
are we going now? Can we confidently answer these questions? And if we
cannot confidently answer these questions, perhaps we are simply living
aimlessly right now.

Living as homeless wanderers, struggling with poverty, lacking money for
basic necessities, suffering every day with our bodies breaking down here



and there, are we not pitiable individuals? Surely, my life - where did it
come from, who am | really, what am I doing now, what will | become in
the future, and where will I go when | finish my life - if | do not truly reflect
on these questions and live without consideration, then | am truly a pitiable
and unfortunate person.

Let us also ask this question: what is truly the right way to live? Is it living
by striving to become someone who lives in a good house, drives a good
car, and has enough money to spend whenever they want? That might be
possible, but there are various paths in life, and everyone is walking their
own right path. However, there is a right path that Jesus Christ has taught us.
He is the truth of life, our life, and He has precisely told us the right path
that our lives should take.

The Bible is the Word of Almighty God, revealing Jesus Christ. The words
of the Bible are not novels written by men, but are history written by chosen
men inspired by the Almighty God, showing the way that all of us, the
creatures of God, should walk.

We were created in the image of God, His children. But we are separated
from our relationship with God because of sin. So, my appearance before
believing in Jesus is ultimately the appearance of perdition, running towards
death every day.

Such as |, we continue to live entangled in sin with our bad thoughts,
jealousy, prideful actions, and moments of living with dirty thoughts, anger,
and anxious hearts from our past sins.

"The way of a man is not in himself, nor is it in a man who walks to direct
his steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). Thinking for myself, living according to my
plans, and believing that my life is living according to my will, many think
this way. But a person who truly knows God correctly confesses that his
path is not in himself but in the providence of God.

Those who think and realize that they have been walking on a path that God
did not guide, repents, and confesses wisely.

Let us walk in the path that Jesus Christ has taught us.

"The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)
Believing in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who bore our sins on the cross,
and believing that His blood shed on the cross will cleanse me from my past
sins, my bad past, and the times I lived badly before God. It is believing in
receiving the discipline that | should receive before God for the pain |
should suffer, and the blood I should shed for my past sins. Then He

10



promised to cleanse all my sins, and | believe in the grace of His word, and |
go before Him with my heart.

That is the moment when | am reborn in faith, and that is the moment when
my position as a child of God is restored. | must discard all the bad habits
and habits of my past after receiving Jesus.

But Satan, our enemy, will continue to tempt me. He will bring up my past
and call me back to him, and my past sinful habits will not forget me and
continue to remind me.

But I will no longer fall into Satan's temptations, and now that | have
accepted Jesus, no matter what others say, | have a clear path and goal to
follow in Jesus.

How will I live? The answer is in Jesus Christ on the cross. | have been
forgiven for all my mistakes, faults, and sins by the blood shed by Jesus. |
have been resolved as clean as snow. Not only that, but Jesus has risen again
so that | can live in a new life, experiencing God's help and restoration every
day. Now, | believe in Jesus Christ, who is alive even at this moment.

As one who has been restored as a child of God, I live according to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit within me. We must pray consistently to receive
a greater and fuller Spirit. God has already promised that He will give us
more when we earnestly desire it.

Let's follow the path that Jesus Christ has taught us. He said it was a narrow
path. Living according to the principles and truths of His word may be a
difficult, narrower path than the one | have walked before. But the path
Jesus taught us is a path that becomes wider as we go, while Satan's path is a
path that becomes narrower as we go, despite being easy and wide at first.
Believing that God, who knows me better than | know myself, will guide my
future, I trust in Him. May our communion with Him, as we live in union,
bear much good fruit in my life, and may we all, in His faithful name, be
blessed to reach the completion of salvation before Him."
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.
After visiting Brian Kwak (alias) Pastor John Choi

April 6, 2024

After concluding my visit with Brian Kwak (alias), | couldn't help but
notice how swiftly he retreats into solitude, seemingly determined to break
free from drug and struggling against it, much like many of our brothers and
sisters who briefly venture into society under the guise of improvement,
only to return to the correctional facility shortly thereafter.  "Of them the
proverbs are true: A dog returns to its vomit,"and, A sow that is washed
goes back to her wallowing in the mud." " (2 Peter 2:22).

Seeking God's grace and mercy, | am reminded of His faithful nature to
fulfill promises in His own time and way, even as my weak faith fills me
with shame.

"Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the Lord Almighty"
(Zechariah 4:6).

Though I've never met him, | feel | can somewhat grasp Brian's life path
through various stories I've heard about him. Despite my ongoing concerns,
it seems God, who knows all, decided to bless us with abundant rain this
season, even surprising us with hail last night, perhaps to remind us of His
presence. The surrounding areas, seen from the unpaved roads, were
blanketed in white like giant scrolls, a rare sight indeed.

Will he even come out? What will he say to this pastor he’s meeting for the
first time? How can | effectively share the gospel? These questions swirl in
my mind as | wait.

But Lord, why do these brothers and sisters we meet in places like this seem
so kind? Brian knew how to express gratitude to me for coming a long way
to visit him, as well as telling his parents that he loves them, despite feeling
like a failure.

However, they, like many others, do not deeply consider their present issues.
They believe that by simply shutting out their troubles, they can easily erase
them from their lives like a forgotten dream from last night.

Moreover, they don't acknowledge that their problems stem from within
themselves. While their environment may not be free from influence,
ultimately, they must actively seek escape from their issues, yet they neither
want to admit nor accept this truth.
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Thus, they reject help from those around them, viewing it as interference
that restrains and binds them, leading them to overlook opportunities for
healing and delaying their recovery, making their situation even more
challenging.

During his conversation about his mother, Brian pauses his words,
seemingly thinking deeply about what is being said. He is expected to be
released in a few months.

With an earnest plea, | told Brian, "Brian! Do not blame yourself or give up
hope. After | leave, go inside, put your hands together, and sincerely pray to
the Lord, then the Lord will surely give you wisdom!"

Lord! Please break the chains of sin for Brian, guide his ways and his future
so that he can become a joy to You.

As prayers for Brian are offered up on the return trip on the unpaved road,
they fade into the distance, filled with regret, like snow melting through the
gaps in the snowy roof.

[ cana, caiee |

WHY DO WE
CARE? MY
HOUR HASN'T
COME YET.

THEY'RE OUT
OF WINE.

DO WHATEVER
HE TELLS YoU.

WOW! YOU KEPT

f( THE 00D STUFF
€L\ TILL THE END!

THIS was THE FIRST OF JESLS’ SIGNS.
IT REVEALED HIS GLORY AND HIS DISCIPLES TRUSTED HIM.
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# 9 Fireside story: A Dinner to Remember

Dwight — Onesimus School of Theology Student

Papaw lke Alley sat on his favorite rocking chair with Thatcher,
Bridger, Cooper, and Mae Mae, again ready for a story. They all were
enjoying their snacks and the warm fire.

"Papaw, tell us a story of something Jesus did," Thatcher implored.

"Let me tell this one. You know the Bible says it does not contain all
the miracles Jesus did. It does tell us about a great miracle where Jesus fed
over 5,000 at one time.

"This is another story of a man named Joshua Wiseman. He sat
around one night telling his grandkids this story, Drew, Eli, and Ryan.

"He said, 'One day, my mother packed me a small lunch because she
knew I couldn't stay away from the huge crowds that followed Jesus. | was a
young boy about your age, eight, | think. There were thousands of people
following Jesus. Many said there were 5,000 men. With women and
children, there were a lot more. Many just wanted Jesus to touch them to
heal some need. ¢

"I had watched from a distance and could see the love and
compassion on Jesus' face with each person He helped. | had gotten so
caught up in watching Jesus, that | had forgotten to eat my lunch. Mother
had put in a sack, two small smoked fish, and five small loaves of bread. It
wasn't much, but enough for me.

"I heard Jesus say to His disciples, "Find something for these to eat.
Do not send them away.

"'Philip, one of the disciples said, "We could spend a whole year’s
salary and not have enough to feed everyone even a few bites.

"What did they do, Papaw?" Bridger asked. "l bet they were hungry.
Papaw lke said, "Just let me finish and you'll see." He continued, "Joshua
Wieseman continued, 'l could tell the disciples were really upset and didn't
know what to do. Andrew, one of the disciples, asked me what | had in my
sack. I told him Mother had put in two small fish and five small loaves for
my lunch. I told him, it was not much, but if it would help that I'd give it to
Jesus. Maybe at least He could have something to eat. He had worked so
hard, He needed it more than I did.

Mae Mae said, "That was nice of him. Bridger sometimes gives me
some of his candy. He's nice, too. Well, sometimes."
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Bridger just smiled.
"Andrew took the lunch to Jesus and told him what was in it and where
he had gotten it.

Jesus said, "have the people sit down in groups of 50 and

distribute the food.”

"Jesus prayed and blessed the sack of food. He began to reach in the
sack and to take out fish and bread. He kept reaching in the sack and
taking fish and bread out and handing to His disciples, over and over.
My eyes grew as big as a plate as | saw a miracle beyond belief!
""Those thousands were fed and the disciples picked up twelve baskets
full of left overs!

""Jesus beckoned to me to come over to Him as he pointed His finger and
pulled it back to Himself.

"l pointed at myself and mouthed, "Who me?"

“Jesus nodded and smiled.

"I walked up to Jesus and He patted me on the shoulder and said,
"Thank you, Joshua, for giving up your lunch. All these people thank you,
too.

It was your sacrifice that fed so many. My Father in heaven honors you for
your heart of self-sacrifice and compassion. Take a basket of leftovers home
toyour family. Remember, I'll never leave you nor forsake you. You will be
blessed for your blessing which you gave today."

"'l was dumbfounded, because | couldn't figure out how Jesus knew
my name. | had told no one my name and had never met Jesus before, but
He knew my name.

"I took a basket of fish home and all my family and even some friends
came over and all were filled.'

"Joshua had finished his story to his grandsons. They got up and were
headed to eat supper which Joshua's wife, Kimberly had made. Someone
knocked at the door. Joshua found a man and his wife and their five kids
standing at his door.

Obviously, they had traveled all day and were tired and hungry.

""Well, hello sir," Joshua greeted. 'Can |

help you?'

"Yes you can, kind sir. We've traveled all day and can't find a place
to lodge or eat. Could you tell us where we could find such accomodations?'

"'Well of course, 1 Joshua said with a smile. '‘Come on in. We are
about to eat as soon as Kimberly says its ready. You are welcome to eat with
us.
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"Drew edged up to his grandpa Joshua and said, '‘But Papaw, there
will not be enough to feed seven more people. Mamaw only cooked enough
fo us.

""Eli said, 'Ryan and | will get some more lamb chops and potatos and
corn
for Mamaw to cook.'
"Joshua said, 'No need to do that, boys. There will be
plenty.'
"Drew added, 'But Papaw, Mamaw only cooked enough for us to each
have one
lamb chop.'

"Don't worry, son, the Lord will provide,' added Joshua. 'Hey, let's
eat. It looks like its ready!'

"They brought in some more chairs and crowded in the extra travelers.
Joshua said a blessing over the food and Kimberly began passing around the
platter of lamb chops. Each took a chop and passed it on, until all at the
table had a lamb chop, even the travelers. There were even seven left over!'
"All the grandkids looked at each other in awe! 'How did this

happen? Eli asked.

"I thought you only cooked enough for just us?' Ryan asked.

"Drew said, 'l don't understand it, but, let's eat. I'm hungry!

"Joshua explained, 'Jesus is still providing for me because | gave my all to
Him that time years ago. You see children, Jesus can do wonders if you will
give your all to him. He honors those who give their all to Him. This is not
the first time this has happened. Jesus is always blessing me, because of my
belief in Him. I think He allowed you to see this miracle today for a reason.
I'm sure Jesus had this fine family come and knock on our door so you could
see Jesus in action. The lesson here, is to give your all to Jesus, all of
yourself and Jesus will use you in ways beyond your imagination!

"Wow! Papaw lke, that is awesome, Thatcher said. "I can't even begin to
believe that could happen."

"Well, anything is possible with Jesus. The Bible tells us that. Faith
is believing what Jesus says is true without having to see it for ourselves.
Believe the Bible, that is God's Word. He said He fed 5,000 and | believe
it."

"That's a good lesson, too," Cooper added. "Jesus wants us to give
all to Him. I want to do that!"

"Me, t0o," Mae Mae said. "I want Jesus to
bless me.
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Bridger said with a smile, "He blesses me all the time. But, | want to
give Him all I have, too."

"Great, kids!" Papaw Ike agreed. "There's nothing else to be said
but what Joshua said in giving your all to Jesus. | think you got the message.
Goodnight all!™
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